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included in the painstaking effort systematically made to overwhelm the 
tuberculous poison .—Notes on New Remedies, 1894, No. 11, p. 163. 

The Antiseptic Treatment op Tobercelods Phthisis. 

Dr. Arthur Foxwell states that there are four main ends to accomplish: 

1. The prevention of the entrance of the bacilli of tubercle into our bodies or 
into the bodies of domestic animals. 2. The destruction of the bacilli which 
exist in the waste products of the disintegration of tissue induced by their 
action. 3. The destruction of the bacilli which exist in the still living tissues. 
4. Nullifying the septicaemia which results from the ptomaines and various 
pyogenic cocci, which arise as secondary products of bacillary life. The 
first means scrupulous disinfection of dwellings and articles of personal 
use of tuberculous patients, the forbidding of their marriage, the exposition 
of the wickedness of ubiquitous spitting. To obtain the second end, com¬ 
plete sterilization of the sputum is necessary; also the sterilization of the 
excretion, before it leaves the body, by topical measures. The third end is 
the real one which we strive for in treatment. It may be attained by (a) 
endeavoring to make an antiseptic solution of the blood and lymph; (It) in¬ 
crease the cardiac strength so that there may be a more vigorous circulation 
through the bacillary districts; (c) enhance the respiratory interchange of 
gases, thus keeping the body as thoroughly oxygenated as possible; (d) in¬ 
crease the nutrition of the lung parenchyma; ( e) increase the positive chemi- 
otactic power of the bacilli, and also the capacity of the phagocytes for 
devouring bacilli. To nullify the septicasmia we must destroy the pyogenic 
cocci which cause it; hectic should be treated upon the same principles as 
we treat pymmia arising from other causes. Inhalation is the feeblest of all 
methods for administering antiseptic remedies to the lung parenchyma. 
Intra-pulmonary injection is extremely limited in its scope. Intra-muscular 
injection is no doubt the best way to reach the blood and lymph, and there 
is no lack of suitable solutions to administer it this way, but it is not a 
pleasant mode of administration. Of methods by way of the alimentary tract, 
the mouth is evidently the most convenient gate, bnt its use has the serious 
objection of sometimes causing gastric disturbance. The rectum has met 
this drawback, and most drugs can be well absorbed by it, and if given in 
suppositories not much objection is made by the patient, hence it is a valu¬ 
able alternative to the mouth in those cases where gastric disturbance arises. 
The phenols have been more used than any other antiseptics. Pharmacy 
has now reached a step beyond the crude drugs, carbolic acid, creosote, and 
guaiacol, which, from their caustic, poisonous reaction and unpleasant taste, 
were very difficult of administration, and has passed to compounds, which, 
while harmless and tasteless, are almost equally powerful as antiseptics; such 
are salol, betol, benzosol, paracresolol, guaiacol carbonate, creosote carbonate, 
and the group of bismuth phenols of which naphthol-, cresol-, and tribromo- 
■phenoi-bismuth are the most important. These phenols cannot be Btrictly 
termed antiseptics as regards living germs in the tissues, but there is good 
reason to believe that after absorption they combine with the albuminous 
toxines which result from germ life, forming non-toxic compounds which are 
eliminated in the urine as ethereal sulphates. They do not kill the bacilli, but 
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they obviate the evils resulting from the existence of these, and thus prevent 
injury to the tissues, the bacilli remaining harmlessly in the body, and in due 
course of time being excreted as effete material. There is no clinical proof of 
the extermination of the bacilli by the use of phenols, although there is 
ample evidence of the power they possess of keeping in check the evil symp¬ 
toms of tuberculous septiciemia .—The Birmingham Medical Review, 1864, No. 
189, p. 274. 

The Treatment of Cancer of the Stomach. 

Dr. H. Hcchard cites among the anti-cancerous remedies, aristol, sodium 
chlorate and condurango. Aristol acts internally as does iodoform. Sodium 
chlorate diminishes vomiting, and hiematemesis, increases the appetite and 
combats the cachexia; nevertheless it has no curative powers, and is contra- 
iudicated in albuminuria. Condurango stimulates the appetite and the 
digestive power of the stomach when given as a wine or tincture or as a 
decoction. The diet must be regulated, hydrochloric acid administered up 
to the time of ulceration, then it must be replaced by pancreatin or pepsin. 
For the vomiting the choice of remedy must be made according to the emer¬ 
gency : morphine, cocaine, strychnine, lavage, gastric antiseptics, as sodium 
chlorate or salicylate, boric acid, naphthol, chloroform water, benzo-naphthol; 
nutritive enemata, as that of Leube, Flint, Dujardin-Beaumetz. The surgical 
treatment is not radical, for those operated upon succumb sooner or later to 
degenerative lesions of the mucous membrane inseparable from cancer; the 
patient dies; it is true that he dies cured .—Journal dea Praliciena, 1894. No. 
32, p. 379. 

The Mechanical Treatment of Chronic Constipation. 

Dr. F. Le Marinel believes that the mechanical treatment should be the 
treatment of choice in a large number of forms of chronic constipation. The 
manoeuvres of massage comprise three forms—frictions, pressures, and per¬ 
cussions. In addition, various active and passive movements are undergone 
—flexion, extension, abduction, adduction, pronation, Bupination, rotation, 
and circumduction. The effects of medical gymnastics are studied as regards 
the circulation, respiration, animal heat, chemical phenomena, the muscles, 
bones and articulations, and the local results. The effect of massage upon 
the absorption, muscular system, nervous system, circulation, local tempera¬ 
ture are fully recorded. 

The technique of various authors is fully described and illustrated. The 
various forms of constipation which are likely to be benefited are—(1) from 
amesthesia of mucous membrane; (2) from muscular paralysis; (3) from indu¬ 
ration of the stools, and (4) from mechanical obstacle. The contra-indica¬ 
tions are—(1) acute inflammation of intestines, peritoneum, peri-intestinal 
cellular tissue, or of intra-abdominal veins; (2) ulcerations (round, tubercu¬ 
lous) of stomach or intestines; (3) tumors of the alimentary canal (sarco¬ 
mata, carcinomata, polypi); (4) voluminous fecal masses of stony hardness. 
An interesting comparison is given of the value of diet, habit, purgatives, 
hydrotherapy, injections, electricity, various medicinal methods, with that 
described by the author, the general conclusion being that of all these 



